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Downtown Amman Gets a Facelift1 
 
All those who visited Amman, the capital of Jordan, or who were raised there have 
profound memories of its older downtown.  A place that combines a hodgepodge of 
stores, cars, shoppers, and street vendors, all entangled into the panoramic view of 
the old capital.   
 
However, as of lately, with the fast expansion of the city, traffic has shifted 
significantly from the downtown into the suburbs.  This shift has caused considerable 
distress to the commercial sectors downtown.  Many stores opened other branches in 
the suburbs so as not to miss out on the new trend.  Others just closed shop and 
moved on.   
 
One project that might bring downtown Amman to shine again is the “Amman Valley” 
Project.  The project aims at revitalize the downtown area over a four kilometers 
stretch.  The construction will include commercial units like cafes, hotels, and 
restaurants, in addition to some residential units targeting middle income dwellers.  
The project will add more greenery and pedestrian walkways to attract more 
shoppers, visitors, and tourists.  The project will link the area with surrounding 
Amman neighborhoods through creative and even fun methods of transportation 
including cable car like carriages taking passengers to the nearby historic Qall’aa 
(Fortress) Mountain. 
 
Despite its future economical prospects, the project is raising concerns from some 
stakeholders.  Some merchants and shop owners in the downtown district are 
                                                
1 This article is based on information obtained from multiple news sources. 



 
 

Published in PM World Today – November 2009 (Vol XI, Issue XI) 
 

 

PM World Today is a free monthly eJournal - Subscriptions available at http://www.pmworldtoday.net Page 2 

worried about the effects the construction work would have on their shops.  Others 
point to the inconveniences and hassle caused by previous downtown projects.  
Others are skeptical about how much this project is going to help them. 
 
 The Amman municipality is the owner of this project.  Work on the project, which is 
owned by Amman Municipality, is expected to proceed in a few days on the first 
stage of the project.  The project, which is to be implemented over three stages, is 
estimated to take around seven years.  Meanwhile, the Municipality is already 
evaluating prequalification proposals from many global companies for the 
implementation of the second stage of the project.   
 
 

 
 

Downtown Amman today
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